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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJECT: TURKISH ELECTIONS PRODUCING STRONG PLURALITY FOR ECEVIT 
REF: ANKARA 4338 (DTG 061550Z JUN 77) (NOTAL) 

1 . RETURNS FROM TURKEY'S JUNE 5 GENERAL ELECTION ARE 
STILL INCONCLUSIVE, WITH 41 OF THE 450 SEATS IN THE LOWER 
HOUSE UNDECIDED. BULENT ECEVIT AND HIS REPUBLICAN PEOPLE’S 
PARTY (RPP) ARE WINNING A STRONG PLURALITY AND HAVE 202 
CONFIRMED SEATS SO FAR. HOWEVER, THE RPP'S EARLY PROJECTIONS 
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OF A MAJORITY (226 SEATS) HAVE SLIPPED WITH LATER RETURNS. 

JUNE 7 NEWSPAPERS PROJECT, ON THE BASIS OF RETURNS AS OF 
MIDNIGHT JUNE 6, THAT ECEVIT WILL WIN FROM 212 SEATS 
(CONSERVATIVE TERCUMAN) TO 222 SEATS (LEFTIST, PRO-ECEVIT 
VATAN), WITH MASS CIRCULATION HURRIYET PROJECTING 216. 

2. IN LINE WITH PAST PRACTICE, PRESIDENT KORUTURK PROBABLY 
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WILL DESIGNATE ECEVIT, AS THE PLURALITY WINNER, TO FORM A 
GOVERNMENT. FIRST, HOWEVER, OFFICIAL ELECTION RESULTS MUST 
BE ANNOUNCED, WHICH MAY BE SOME TIME LATER THIS WEEK, AND THEN 
THE NEW PARLIAMENT MUST BE CONVENED AND SWORN IN WITHIN FIVE DAYS 
THEREAFTER. AGAIN IN LINE WITH PAST PRACTIVE, THE PRESIDENT 
PROBABLY WILL ASK DEMIREL TO CONTINUE AS CARETAKER PRIMIN 
UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT IS FORMED AND ANNOUNCED BY THE 
PRESIDENT. THE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD THEN BE TEMPORARILY INSTALLED 
WHILE IT SUBMITS ITS PROGRAM FOR A PARLIAMENTARY VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 
(A MAJORITY OF THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING). 

3. ECEVIT ANNOUNCED LATE JUNE 6 THAT HE WAS READY TO FORM 

A GOVERNMENT. SEPARATELY, HE SAID HE HOPED HE WOULD NOT HAVE 
TO FORM A COALITION. IN VIEW OF THE POOR SHOWING OF 
HIS MOST ACCEPTABLE POTENTIAL COALITION PARTNERS, THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (ONE SEAT) AND THE REPUBLICAN RELIANCE 
PARTY (THREE SEATS), AND THE PROJECTION THAT ONLY FIVE 
INDEPENDENTS WILL BE ELECTED, ECEVIT WILL FACE EVIDENT 
DIFFICULTIES IN GOVERNMENT FORMATION. IT SEEMS LIKELY HIS 
INITIAL EFFORTS WILL BE FOCUSED ON EITHER A MINORITY 
GOVERNMENT OR SOME FORM OF COALITION. IN EITHER CASE HE 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO IMPROVE HIS POSITION SOMEWHAT BY ATTRACTING 
TRANSFERS FROM OTHER PARTIES. ON THE OTHER HAND, AT THIS POINT 
HIS SUCCESS IS NOT ASSURED AND IF HE FAILS, WE CANNOT RULE OUT 
THE RF, EMERGENCE OF A NEW DEMIREL COALITION SIMILAR TO TURKEY'S 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT. 

4. IN HIS JUNE 6 STATEMENTS, ECEVIT LISTED THE PRIORITIES OF THE 

RPP AS RESTORATION OF PEACE AND ORDER, REACTIVATION OF THE RULE OF 
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LAW, AND TACKLING TURKEY'S SERIOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. RESPONDING TO 
A QUESTION ABOUT US-TURKISH RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT HE ATTACHES 
IMPORTANCE TO SMOOTH COOPERATION AND FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES, BUT STRESSED THAT EFFORT WILL BE REQUIRED OF BOTH 
SIDES (REFTEL). 

5. JUSTICE PARTY (JP) CHAIRMAN DEMIREL HAS SO FAR REFUSED 

TO CONCEDE. DEMIREL ASSERTED THAT A COALITION WILL HAVE TO 
BE FORMED TO GOVERN AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE NEW COALITION 
CAN BE ESTABLISHED IN A SHORT TIME. WHILE CONFIRMING HIS 
BELIEVE THAT TURKEY WOULD BE BETTER OFF WITH A SINGLE PARTY 
GOVERNMENT, DEMIREL REMARKED THAT ANOTHER COALITION ERA HAS 
OPENED. IN A POST MORTEM ON THE DECISION TO SUPPORT THE 
EARLY ELECTIONS, THE JP CHAIRMAN STATED THAT HIS PARTY HAD 
SUPPORTED THE DECISION WITHOU CONSIDERING VICTORY OR 
DEFEAT. HE SAID THAT THE JP WILL FULFILL WHATEVER NEW DUTY 
IS BESTOWED ON IT. NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NAP) 

CHIEF TURKES EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT NO PARTY WILL BE ABLE 
TO GOVERN ALONE AND CLAIMED THAT HE ANTICIPATED THE 
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EMERGENCE OF ANOTHER NATIONALIST PARTY COALITION. (RESULTS 
SO FAR SUGGEST THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE CURRENT COALITION COULD 
POSSIBLY STILL END UP WITH A MAJORITY OF SEATS AMONG THEM.) 
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6. AS OF 0900 GMT JUNE 7, WITH VOTE COUNTING COMPLETE IN 

59 OF TURKEY’S 67 PROVINCES, TURKISH RADIO AND TELEVISION (TRT) 

ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING UNOFFICIAL RETURNS: 

CONFIRMED SEATS PERCENTAGE 
SO FAR OF VOTE 

RUPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) 202 41.29 

JUSTICE PARTY (JP) 178 37.12 
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NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP) 23 8.50 

NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NAP) 15 6.30 

REPUBLICAN RELIANCE PARTY (RR) 3 1.89 

INDEPENDENTS 3 2.53 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP) 1 1.34 

TURKISH UNITY PARTY (TUP) - 0.38 

TURKISH LABOR PARTY (TLP) - 0.14 

MACOMB ER 
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